Bag Limits on Residential Garbage


It was with great interest that I read Kristianna’s Grimmelt’s article where she interviewed a number of stakeholders regarding the Town’s new “Environmental Fee”, (formerly known as the “Recycling Fee”).  In his interview Kelly Bunn, Town of Peace River’s CEO, stated that the idea of a bag limit on residential garbage has not yet been put before the Town of Peace River Council.


Certainly the Town council should proceed with exploring the idea!  An important aspect that needs to be explored is the way bag limits would be instituted.  Thankfully, there have been many, many Canadian towns and cities that have gone before us and they have kept copious data on how things have turned out, what they found useful, and what they would have done differently.  The following is a summation of the information from these towns and cities and their advice to others who are going to be moving down the path of limiting garbage going to landfills.


“Pay as You Throw” (PAYT) has become established as a tool to allocate waste costs equitably and to drive waste diversion from the landfill;  either through recycling or salvaging.  PAYT has been shown to cost less, of course! for collection fees and waste hauling.  The landfill hole lasts much longer and all administration at the landfill site decreases.  Residents are happy as they have more control over their own costs of collection and disposal of their waste.  (Well, “recycling residents” are probably the happiest.)


A “Tag-a-Bag” system allows for a specific number of bags collected without charge, but any additional bags of garbage are paid for directly by the resident, usually by purchasing tags that must be attached to the additional bags.  This is known as a “partial PAYT”.  The Full PAYT system is apparently easier to administer and provides a strong incentive to reduce, the partial is apparently easier to sell to Town councils!  The Tag-a-Bag is also a logical first step to the more comprehensive PAYT program.


Concerns that have arisen with these diversion systems are probably already surfacing in readers’ minds.  What about illegal dumping (people who don’t quite make it to the landfill before emptying their garbage)?  Of the communities that initiated PAYT and Tag-a-Bag programs, illegal dumping did increase – initially – and then tapered off to “normal levels”.  I guess there always has and will always be illegal dumping.  


If the residents perceived that the current pricing system for garbage is unfair, illegal dumping will occur.  There are several ways to deal with the illegal dumping problem:  

· establish periodic “free” landfill days.  Allow residents to bring in materials for a reduced or no charge, (very much like the Peace River spring and fall household hazardous waste round-up).  

· establish a “free-cycle” facility where usable items are exchanged in the community.  Done!  Come up and see our “Put’n’Take” room at the Recycling Centre 8002D 102 Ave.

· increase the operating hours of local landfills and transfer stations.  


Town of Peace River garbage is currently collected by Allen Bros. Hauling.  They are paid a set amount of money at the commencement of their contract year.  Whether there is more or less garbage is immaterial,  they are still paid the contracted amount. With no garbage restriction, the garbage collector will pick up everything, but the small householders, or households that do recycle (and throw out one or two bags a week), are essentially subsidizing the households that don’t recycle (and throw out anywhere from 3 bags to infinity – and beyond).  That scenario would need changing.  


To encourage recycling by implementing PAYT or Tag-a-Bag, there are two obstacles Peace River faces:  the current recycling opportunity is inadequate and, we have no access to residential greenwaste (yard waste) collection.  When one is willing to recycling, one does not want to arrive at the bin and find there is no room.  Unlimited access to recycling must be available to keep convenience and ease of recycling at a maximum.  The East Peace Regional Landfill Authority and the Recycling Society are hoping to establish just such a solution in the building of the new Peace Regional Eco Centre.  The Centre would have 24 hour recycling access, more bins around town, and all recyclables would be collected here in Town. This Centre is hopefully going to open in 2008.  As for the composting of residential yard waste, that has been suggested by the Recycling Society, but the Town Council has to decide to act on it.

Comments?  Contact the Recycling Society at Box 6104, P.R. T8S 1S1, or pcrs@peacerecycling.com
